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Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 1 , 4 and 1 3 are objected to because of tine following informalities: 
With regards to claim 1, in lines 3, 16 and 20, the character "(7)" is not needed 

and should be deleted. Further, in line 19, it is suggested by the examiner that the 
phrase "or cause to appear" be deleted. 

With regards to claim 4, in lines 3, 5, 15, the character "(7)" is not needed and 
should be deleted. In line 4, the character "(1)" is not needed and should be deleted. In 
line 8, the character "(1 1 )" is not needed and should be deleted. Further, in line 18, it is 
suggested by the examiner that the phrase "or cause to appear" be deleted. 

With regards to claim 13, in line 3, the character "(13)" is not needed and should 
be deleted. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-5 and 8-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

With regards to claim 1, in lines 22-24, the phrase "said amplification of the signal 
corresponding to the energy received in the second band of frequencies being realized 
from pixel to pixel of the image sensor" is unclear. It is suggested that the phrase be 
replaced with the following phrase in order to have the limitation more clearly define the 
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invention: "an annount of amplification of the signal corresponding to tlie energy 
received in the second band of frequencies of said at least two neighbouring pixels". 

With regards to claim 12, in line 20, it is suggested that the phrase "two pixels" be 
replaced with the phrase "two neighbouring pixels" in order to more clearly define the 
invention. 

With regards to claim 16, in lines 4-6, the phrase "said amplification of the signal 
corresponding to the energy received in the second band of frequencies being realized 
from pixel to pixel of the image sensor" is unclear. It is suggested that the phrase be 
replaced with the following phrase in order to have the limitation more clearly define the 
invention: "an amount of amplification of the signal corresponding to the energy 
received in the second band of frequencies of said at least two neighbouring pixels". 

With regards to claims 15 and 17, the phrase "wherein the action(act) on signals 
as received by at least two neighbouring pixels provided with filters of different colours 
is realized with consultation of the energy received on another neighboring pixel" is 
unclear. The limitations appear to imply that a 3"^ (i.e. "another neighboring pixel") is 
involved in the consultation, whereas certain other claims (i.e. 13, 14) and the 
specification appear to disclose that a first of said neighboring pixels is used to 
determine how to use information from the second neighboring pixel for the amplifying 
step. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1 -5 and 8-1 7 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 
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The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The prior art does not teach or suggest amplifying a signal corresponding to 
energy received in a second band of frequencies so as to characterize a difference of 
biological tissue in an image obtained, by acting on signals as received by at least two 
neighboring pixels provided with filters of different colors, an amount of amplification of 
the signal corresponding to the energy in the second band of frequencies of said at 
least two neighboring pixels in combination with the other claimed elements. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KATHERINE L. FERNANDEZ whose telephone number 
is (571)272-1957. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5, Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Long Le can be reached on (571 )272-0823. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Eric F Winakur/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3768 



